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Cam pus “Discovery” Program Provides Vet Med Intro
BY TANIA BANAK
| Ja s t fall marked the inau-\^.  ^
guration of a new “Discovery IgM 
Program” on the University of 1 
Illinois campus. Targeted at incom- 
ing university freshmen, the pro­
gram strives to enhance under­
graduate education by providing 
exposure to tenure-track faculty 
(not just teaching assistants) in a 
small classroom setting (no more 
than 20 students).
The program is supposed to give 
students a better feel for how aca­
demics work. It also gives them an 
opportunity to get to know profes­
sors, the people who’ve made a ca­
reer out of academics.
Approximately one-third of in­
coming freshmen signed up for the 
kaleidoscopic array of discovery 
courses offered across campus. De­
signed to stimulate curiosity for 
learning, the courses run the gamut 
from arts to social and hard sciences.
Though some of the courses con­
sist of smaller sections of required 
courses taught by a faculty member 
rather than a teaching assistant, 
most of the courses are “survey” 
courses, where students from out­
side of a major get to explore a field 
they have little knowledge about. 
All courses are geared toward fresh­
men, with action and interaction a 
mainstay of the menu.
Veterinary medicine’s Dr. Carol 
Lichtensteiger, veterinary pathobi- 
ology, received approval for a
“Biomedical Science in Health and 
Disease” course that she proposed 
in cooperation with colleagues Dr. 
Mark Kuhlenschmidt, veterinary 
pathology, and Dr. Fred Troutt, 
veterinary clinical medicine. It was 
the only project chosen from veteri­
nary medicine. The teaching team 
introduced the class to subjects such 
as animal use in research (with assis­
tance from laboratory animal care’s 
Dr. Gale Taylor), disease outbreak 
investigations, who does research 
and how it’s funded, and food 
safety issues.
The class looked at microscope 
slides, readjournal articles, discussed 
causes of disease, contrasted bacte­
ria and viruses as agents of disease, 
and proposed solutions to food safety 
(taking the viewpoint of consumer, 
producer, or regulatory official). 
They also toured and discussed 
functions of the college’s teaching 
hospital, diagnostic laboratory, ani­
mal poison control center, and elec­
tron microscopy laboratory.
“Our survey course contributes to 
the medical and scientific literacy of 
the next generation of community 
leaders,” Dr. Lichtensteiger notes. 
“Also, the course may expose some 
top students to veterinary medicine 
as a career.”
Reaction to the initial course was 
very good. Students commuted to 
the veterinary campus by bus and 
eagerly immersed themselves in labs 
and discussions. Dr. Lichtensteiger 
said most of them were undeclared 
or Liberal Arts and Sciences (LAS) 
majors. There were also some engi­
neering and pre-med students in 
the class.
As with any first effort, the course 
was a learning experience for the 
instructors as well as the students.
During the next course, which will 
be offered in the fall, the teaching 
team will include more laboratory or 
“hands-on” activities. The course 
may also be expanded from a 1 -hour 
to a 2-hour course because both 
students and instructors felt that 
would be beneficial. Response was 
so positive that two sections of the
course may be offered.
The campus set aside nearly $ 1/2 
million for the Discovery Program. 
Each class received approximately 
$ 1,500 for laboratory supplies, copy­
ing, etc. Course content is not re­
stricted, as long as it is geared at the 
freshman level. ■
Field Trips, Exchange 
Programs Supplement Vet 
Students’ Educations
BY KIMBERLY MEENEN
QQ ould you expect to find a veteri­
nary student snaring a wolf or bob­
cat to administer yearly vaccina­
tions? How about conducting preg­
nancy checks on beef cows within 
the confines of a State Correctional 
Center? Or working with veteri­
nary pathologists at leading zoos 
and aquariums to solve disease 
problems in animals ranging from 
anacondas to zebras? Well, you 
would if that student attends the 
University of Illinois College of 
Veterinary Medicine!
Depending on their interests, Il­
linois veterinary students can par­
ticipate in any of these experiences. 
In addition to externships with 
practicing, governmental, or indus­
trial veterinarians, veterinary stu­
dents have an awesome array of 
opportunities from which to choose 
to supplement their formal educa­
tion. There’s not enough room to 
list every program. But, hopefully, 
the following descriptions will 
give an idea of the vast opportu­
nities and programs available to vet-
IHinois ve te rinary s tuden ts and 
park o ffic ia ls  perfo rm  routine 
b loodw ork  on a coyo te  at 
W ild life  Prairie Park.
erinary students during their 
academic careers.
Wildlife Prairie Park
Several times a year, Dr. Thomas 
Burke and Dr. Clifford Shipley, 
both of veterinary clinical medi­
cine, take interested fourth-year
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
T h e  college boasts rejuvenated, 
proactive cancer d iagn osis an d  
treatm ent services.
A  new  sw ine infectious d isease 
containm ent facility enhances 
research at the college.
A pplican ts to the veterinary col- 
. lege participated  in the college’s 
first “ recruitm ent day” this past 
January .
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Dates to Remember
T h e  T rip a rtite  M ission
BY DR. TED VALLI
Q  he first part of this decade has seen a lot of restructuring in business and industry and 
a lot has been written on "turn-around" management to regain operational solvency. It 
was appropriate, therefore, that Chancellor Michael Aiken initiated a strategic planning 
process for the Champaign-Urbana campus. This is not to say that the land-grant mission 
of teaching, research, and service is outmoded, but rather that we must regularly review our 
priorities in achieving the goals of the land-grant mission of teaching, research and public 
service.
The concept was always that land-grant institutions served socioeconomic needs but the 
tremendous shifts in agricultural production, populations, and societal needs require that those entrusted with the management 
of universities keep our eyes on the horizon as well as the bottom line. I have been privileged to chair the Working Group on 
Public Service in the campus strategic planning process, and it is apparent that the public service mission is ripe for review.
Not surprisingly, in the agricultural and mechanical roots of the University to which you could add Veterinary Medicine, 
there is still a clear understanding that public service means we serve the needs of our constituents throughout the state. In 
reviewing our current situation, it becomes apparent that universities, as a corporate body, need to be able to listen as well as 
talk insofar as determining what the perceived needs are in a whole range of areas including primary education, communica­
tions, health care, and production agriculture. It was less surprising that some felt that public service was someone else’s job 
than that the amount of service we are actually providing largely goes unnoticed and unrecognized.
One of the challenges for the University will be to not only recognize areas of public need where we have the capability of 
making a major impact but, as well, to put in place tools that will recognize and reward those who perform well in the smaller 
third of the tripartite mission.
Closer to home, we are initiating changes in the curriculum which will more evenly distribute the work load between the 
first two years of the DVM program and, hopefully, gain increasing cohesion in the teaching of normal form and function. 
In addition, in compliance with the AVMA Council on Education directives, we are developing systems to evaluate cur­
riculum content and impact and seeking better definition of the product we are striving to produce in our new graduates. On 
the issue of “outcomes assessment,” we are also investigating how that human product performs as our graduates enter 
a market economy.
The infectious diseases part of our research mission has had a troubled passage over the past three years with the razing of 
our 25-year-old isolation facility on Maryland Drive without an adequate back-up in place. Our pseudorabies research has been 
carried on at the Veterinary Research Farm with some risk to both the animals under study and the resident swine population. 
With assistance from the Illinois Pork Producers and the campus, we have two new modular buildings on line as an interim 
measure. These prefabricated new buildings will safely contain small groups of animals carrying infectious agents. In the 
meantime, we have begun planning a major facility to be built in conjunction with the Basic Sciences Building where these 
studies can have direct access to major diagnostic and analytical laboratories.
In terms of public service, our major services are flourishing with the Veterinary Medicine Teaching Hospital serving an 
increasing level of admissions and the Laboratories for Veterinary Diagnostic Medicine installing new analytical facilities for 
residue analysis. The College has initiated a unique new form of outreach with a gopher server on the global information 
network known as Internet. In two months of operation, more than 6,000 “subscribers” accessed this service to learn more 
about veterinary medicine at the University of Illinois. We anticipate that this will be a powerful tool when an increasing 
proportion of prospective students, alumni, and people in general begin to access this media. ■
Caring at All Costs, Cancer Therapy
Provides Hope for Pet Owners BY TANIA BANAK
At one point, veterinarians would 
have given a poor prognosis at that 
stage. But today, many of the veteri­
nary schools and some larger referral 
clinics have acquired computed 
tomography (CT) and magnetic 
resonance imaging (MRI) units to 
provide a more detailed workup. 
Treatments have improved dram­
atically, and are still being refined.
Cancer treatment is cosdy, but 
many owners opt to go through 
with it in order to gain more time 
with their pets. One man sold one of 
his cars in order to obtain the $2,500 
needed to treat his dog at the Uni­
versity of Illinois.
As Dr. Barbara Kitchell, veteri­
nary oncologist at the college, points 
out, the bond with an animal can be 
even stronger than with family. Pets
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
Q  blind woman brings her 
companion, a seeing eye dog 
that has been with her for 10
Dr. B arb K itche ll re jo ices w ith 
Fred, a c a nce r treatm ent patient 
whose  treatm ent series has been 
su ccess fu lly  com p le ted .
years, to veterinarians at the 
University of Illinois College 
of Veterinary Medicine — 
the dog has suddenly gone 
blind itself.
An ophthalmic examina­
tion reveals nothing wrong 
with the dog’s eyes. Instead, 
there is a growth in the dog’s 
nasal cavity. What is the 
source of the growth? Aquick 
sampling of cells, and a look 
under the microscope, followed by 
consultation with the college’s vet­
erinary oncologist, yields a rough 
diagnosis of lymphoma of the nasal 
cavity, extending to the nerves for 
the eyes.
June 24-25,1995 —  Small Animal 
Diagnostic Ultrasound Short Course, 
Urbana, III. Lecture on first day, labora­
tory on second. Laboratory limited to 16. 
Contact Veterinary CEPS Office (217/ 
333-2907) for more information.
June 25,1995 — Annual Illinois Acad­
emy of Veterinary Medicine Seminar, Ar­
lington Park Hilton, Arlington Heights, III. 
Dr. Ron McLaughlin of Kansas State 
University will lecture on orthopedic 
surgery; there will be a mid-day respite 
to go to the races. Contact Dr. David 
Saidel, 1031 W. Dundee Rd., Buffalo 
Grove, IL 60089 (708/394-1128)
FAX: 708/394-1175.
July 11,1995 — AVMA Convention, 
Pittsburgh, Penn. Alumni reception, 
Pittsburgh Hilton, 6:30pm. Contact 
Terry Rathgeber (217/333-2762).
August 11-20,1995 -  UICVM/ISVMA 
Veterinary Medicine tent at Illinois State 
Fair, Springfield, III. Spend a few hours 
educating the public about veterinary 
medicine. Spend the rest of the day en­
joying the fair! To work a shift contact 
Kimberly Meenen (217/333-2907).
August 25-27,1995 — Three-Day 
Equine Nuclear Medicine Workshop, 
Urbana, III. For equine practitioners. 
Limited to 16. Contact Dr. A.R. 
Twardock, do Continuing Education 
Office, NUC MED, Ul College of Veteri­
nary Medicine, 2001 S. Lincoln Ave., 
Urbana, IL 61801 (217/333-2907).
August 26 - September 5,1995 —
UICVM/ISVMA Veterinary Medicine tent 
at DuQuoin State Fair, DuQuoin, III. 
Spend a few hours educating the public 
about veterinary medicine. Spend the 
rest of the day enjoying the fair! To work 
a shift, contact Kimberly Meenen 
(217/333-2907).
September 9-10,1995 — Canine Be­
havior Seminar, Urbana, III. For veteri­
nary practitioners and dog trainers. 
Limited to 200. Contact Dr. Kristi Green 
(217/333-2907).
September 1 6 ,1995 — Deans Club 
Tent Party, Urbana, III. Contact Terry 
Rathgeber (217/333-2762).
October 12-13,1995 -  Annual Fall 
Conference for Veterinarians, Urbana,
III. Contact Dr. Gavin Meerdink 
(217/333-2907).
October 14,1995 — Fall Conference 
Tent Party, Urbana, III. Contact Terry 
Rathgeber (217/333-2762).
PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
Veterinary
REPORT
Published four rimes annually by the Univer­
sity o f  Illinois College o f  Veterinary Medi­
cine for its students, faculty, alumni and 
friends. Information for Veterinary Report or 
address changes should be mailed to: 
Veterinary Report 
University o f  Illinois 
College o f  Veterinary Medicine 
2938 V M B SB, 2001 S. Lincoln Ave. 
Urbana, IL 61801
(217/333-2907) FAX: (217/244-2988)
Editors
Tania Banak
Kimberly Meenen
Associate Dean for Development
T.W . Rathgeber
Associate Dean for Alumni Affairs
Dr. Erwin Small
Graphic & Photographic Support 
Biomedical Communications Center 
Art Coordinator: Elaine Estes
Photographers: Lil Morales
Bob Myers 
Submission Deadline for 
Summer 1995 Issue — May 8,1995
2  Veterinary Report/Spring 1995
Veterinary
REPORT
C o lle ge  H o sts  F irst S tu d e n t R e cru itm e n t D ay
The first-ever “Applicant Recruit­
ment Day” welcoming students 
seeking admission into the College 
of Veterinary Medicine’s Class of 
1999 was held this January.
Over 150 applicants and their 
families converged upon the college 
on Friday, January 27,1995 for the 
event. Although most of the 
attendees were Land of Lincoln 
residents, applicants traveled from 
as far away as Canada, California, 
and New Jersey.
The purpose was to welcome ap­
plicants and their families to the 
veterinary school and give them an 
opportunity to view facilities, meet 
veterinary faculty and professional 
students, and ask questions, said 
Dr. Gay Miller, associate dean for 
academic and student affairs at 
the college.
Following the morning registra­
tion, attendees heard presentations 
from veterinary students and college
f  Dr. Jim  Z achary (front, 
o  right) f ie lds  an 
> adm iss ions  question 
® from  a fem ale  a pp lican t. 
Dr. Zacha ry  sta ffed  the 
co lle ge  adm iss ions 
booth, a long w ith Dr. 
G ary Iwam oto and M ike 
Rudzinski, as part of the 
in form ation fa ir at 
a p p lica n t recru itm ent 
day. The fa ir o ffe red  
a pp lica n ts  and  the ir 
fam ilies  in form ation on 
housing, s tuden t 
o rgan iza tions, financ ia l 
a id, and  adm iss ions.
and campus administrators on a va­
riety of topics including financial 
aid, student activities, and admis­
sion details. A club fair featuring 
more than 12 informational booths 
was held during the lunch break in 
the college’s atrium. Tours of the 
veterinary complex and question 
and answer breakout sessions 
highlighted the afternoon.
An evening reception and buffet 
dinner at the Illini Union provided 
another opportunity for faculty and 
current veterinary students to meet 
applicants and share information. 
Applicant Recruitment Day con­
cluded with a party sponsored by 
ISCAVMA A tour of the Univer­
sity of Illinois campus was offered 
Saturday morning. Feedback from 
applicants and their families indi­
cates that Recruitment Day was a 
successful and enjoyable program. 
Veterinary faculty, staff, students, 
and facilities all shone!
S w in e  Infe ctio u s D ise ase  F a c ility  C o m p le te d
W orkers install the  new  m odu la r sw ine  iso la tion b u ild in g  at the 
Vete rinary R esearch Farm.
Building “964” has been replaced 
at the Veterinary Research Farm. In 
its place are two l4-by-78-foot 
modified modular swine produc­
tion units which provide a better, 
safer, fully-automated environment 
for pigs.
These “Double L” buildings are 
designed for longevity, cleanliness, 
and efficiency.
Each building has 10 pens, five 
on each side, which measure 6 feet 
by 11 feet. Seamless fiberglass con­
struction permits easy cleaning. A 
self-contained pit below the unit 
collects wastes for practical removal. 
Showers serving each side of the 
buildings allow researchers and care­
takers to shower in and out of the 
isolation facilities. Facilities are draft- 
free and temperature-controlled.
“These buildings function as low- 
security infectious disease contain­
ment facilities,” says Dr. Joe 
DiPietro, associate dean for research 
at the veterinary college.
The facilities can be used for 
small ruminants up to 400 pounds, 
as well as for pigs, thanks to the 
installation of heavy-duty flooring.
Each half of each building has inde­
pendent air circulation. Air is piped 
in from above and exhausted 
through the slatted floors to the 
manure pit below the building. This 
keeps odors and contaminants down.
This project has been in the works 
since the fall o f1993 when the cam­
pus Laboratory Animal Care Com­
mittee noted that conditions in 
building 964 were unsatisfactory. 
Due to funding problems, the project 
was placed on hold several times.
The Agricultural Experiment 
Station provided payment support 
toward the buildings. The Illinois 
Pork Producers Association was also 
very supportive of the college’s ef­
forts to obtain the new facility and 
served as a strong advocate in the 
planning and building process.
“The facilities will house longer- 
term projects involving infectious 
and toxicological agents,” notes Dr. 
DiPietro. Projects may include 
pseudorabies, other infectious 
agents such as salmonella, or other 
enteric pathogens.
Pigs were moved to the facility on 
January 23, 1995.
M entoring  P ro gram  T o  M a tch  IS V M A  M e m be rs W ith V e te rin a ry  S tu d e n ts
A new mentoring program, set to 
kick off this fall, will match Illinois 
State Veterinary Medical Associa­
tion (ISVMA) members from 
across the state with University of 
Illinois College of Veterinary Medi­
cine students.
“The goal is to help students be­
come acquainted with organized 
veterinary medicine and foster an 
awareness and appreciation for the 
varied responsibilities associated 
with a professional career,” says Dr. 
Gay Miller, associate dean for aca­
demic and student affairs, who will 
serve as adm inistrator of the 
mentoring program.
At press time, over 70 mentor 
candidates had responded to an ini­
tial mailing by the ISVMA to serve 
in the program. Dr. A1 Day, current
ISVMA president, says a second 
mailing is planned for early spring 
to elicit greater interest in the pro­
gram. He hopes a pool of at least 
100 mentor candidates could be 
maintained to make necessary re­
placements or adjustments as the 
program develops.
Mentoring candidates need not 
be Illinois DVM graduates, ex­
plains Dr. Day, but they must be 
current ISVMA members. Mentors 
must also possess high standards 
for professional behavior. Further 
guidelines for the expectations of 
mentors and veterinary students 
participating in the program are 
being finalized. Mentoring candi­
dates will be accepted until Sum­
mer 1995.
The mentoring concept is not
new to the college. In the past, 
programs have matched faculty 
mentors with students. The Big 
Brother, Big Sister program has 
paired veterinary upperclassmen 
with underclassmen. However, 
matching students with ISVMA 
members who work as practicing 
or industrial veterinarians is a new 
twist at Illinois.
Each mentor will be responsible 
for four students — one from each 
class. Ideally, students would retain 
the same mentor throughout their 
four years at Illinois.
Student participation will be op­
tional. However, the college and 
the ISVMA anticipate high in­
volvement from the student body.
If possible, students and mentors 
will be matched based on common
interests in veterinary medicine. For 
example, a swine practitioner may 
be matched with a veterinary stu­
dent interested in swine produc­
tion medicine.
Dr. Miller hopes all matches 
can be completed prior to the Fall 
1995 semester. Plans are underway 
to hold a reception for mentors 
and mentorees to officially launch 
the program.
The mentoring program is a 
joint effort by the U of I College 
o f V eterinary M edicine and 
the ISVMA For further infor­
mation or to obtain a mentor 
application, contact Dr. Gay 
Miller at 217/333-1192, Dr. Al 
Day at 815/432-4624, or the 
ISVMA at 708/892-2321.
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Field  T r ip s
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Fourth-year ve te rinary student,
M ary H ernandez (center), 
va cc ina tes  a fox w hile  W ild life  
Prairie Park o ffic ia ls  restra in 
the anim al. A  te levis ion crew  
film ed  the one -day excurs ion .
veterinary students to Wildlife 
Prairie Park near Peoria, Illinois. 
The park, started by wildlife en­
thusiast William Rutherford, con­
tains native Illinois wildlife and 
plants of the past and present for 
public viewing.
Working with the veterinarians 
and park officials, students perform 
routine veterinary procedures such 
as physicals, vaccinations, fecal 
checks, bloodwork, and pregnancy 
checks on animals such as foxes, 
bison, mountain lions, elk, wolves, 
bobcats, black bears, and domestic 
farm animals.
Of course, catching these wild 
creatures can be an education all in 
itself. “The students get a chance to 
see and use various capture tech­
niques and chemical restraints,” says 
Dr. Burke.
Dr. Burke says the students really 
enjoy the trip which serves as both a 
service and teaching experience. 
“Students get to apply domestic 
herd health practices to other spe­
cies. It’s a different environment 
than a farrow-to-fmish operation 
or feedlot, but we’re using basi­
cally the same preventive medicine 
processes.”
He hopes excursions like the 
Wildlife Prairie Park trip continue. 
The park pays for the necessary 
vaccines and medications, the ve­
hicle rental, and mileage.
Food Animal Consortium
is funded by six participating insti- 
t. tutions. University of California- 
J  Davis offers large herd, semi-arid 
| dairy production medicine. Uni- 
§ versity of Florida handles both large 
herd semi-tropical dairy and beef 
catde production medicine. Uni­
versity of Illinois emphasizes swine 
production medicine. Kansas State 
University has large beef catde op­
erations (cow-calf, stocker, feedlot). 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
teaches beef cattle production 
medicine. Michigan State Univer­
sity offers medium-sized herd dairy 
production medicine.
“Each of the schools has strengths 
in some aspect of species-specific 
food animal production medicine,” 
says Consortium Program Coordi­
nator, Kathy Ibendahl. “By devel­
oping these strengths further and 
then sharing resources, all the insti­
tutions have the capability of pro­
viding a greater in-depth clinical 
experience for students.”
Who’s utilizing the student ex­
change? More Illinois students 
have participated in the Consor­
tium than students from any other 
veterinary school. To date, 67 of the 
197 veterinary students who have 
spent time at other institutions have 
come from the University of Illinois.
Matt Ackerman is one of those 
students. Matt planned his senior 
blocks around the exchange pro­
gram. He traveled to Nebraska to 
study intense feedlot situations and 
to Florida to learn about semi-tropi­
cal dairy production. A trip to Cali­
fornia is scheduled for October.
“I gained a fantastic amount of 
experience,” says Ackerman. “We 
did everything from examinations 
to necropsies to C-sections to palpa­
tions with little supervision. The 
exchange program reinforced my 
interest in food animal medicine 
and strengthened my confidence in 
my clinical abilities. I applied the 
knowledge I learned here at Illinois. 
It made me feel better about my 
education.”
In addition to the valuable hands- 
on experience, Ackerman also en­
hanced his people skills and expanded 
his network. “It was a unique op­
portunity to interact with veteri­
nary students and practitioners 
with diverse backgrounds and 
training. I would definitely recom­
mend the program.”
Started in 1989, the Interinstitu- 
tional Food Animal Production 
Medicine Consortium (Consor­
tium) gives interested veterinary stu­
dents a chance to gain in-depth 
experience in an aspect of food ani­
mal production medicine in which 
they don’t have ample clinical expe­
rience at their home institution.
The student exchange program
Zoological Pathology Program
Located in Chicago, the Zoologi­
cal Pathology Program provides di­
agnostic services for the Brookfield 
Zoo, the Lincoln Park Zoo, and the 
John G. Shedd Aquarium. The 
program also serves as a three-year 
exotic pathology residency training 
program which qualifies its residents 
for the ACVP board exams.
Since its inception a year ago, five 
veterinary students have partic­
ipated in this unique externship ad­
venture. “Students are exposed to 
every kind of animal imaginable,” 
says program coordinator Dr. 
Robert Murnane.
Students write up gross reports, 
analyze slides from cases, and attend 
histopathology seminars at Loyola 
and UIC Medical Centers. Each 
afternoon, the students accompany 
the residents to Brookfield, Lincoln 
Park, or Shedd. “They go where it’s 
the busiest,” says Dr. Murnane. Stu­
dents assist with necropsies and dis­
cuss cases with the three institutions.
The externship program is incred­
ibly flexible. “Some students stay a 
week, some as many as six weeks,” he 
says. Students are responsible for 
lodging, meals and travel expenses.
Correctional Center Beef and 
Dairy Herds
Ask any Illinois DVM where they 
learned to palpate cattle and more 
than likely they’ll say, “Dr. Bruce 
Brodie taught me.” A big part of 
learning this “bread and butter” skill 
was (and continues to be) the excur­
sions to the Correctional Centers at 
Vandalia and Menard, Illinois.
For more than 25 years, Dr. 
Brodie, who recently retired from 
veterinary clinical medicine, es­
corted small groups of veterinary 
students inside the confines of the 
Vandalia and Menard Correctional 
Centers to provide health care for 
their beef, dairy and swine herds. 
The students perform general herd 
health checks, administer vaccina­
tions, test for breeding soundness, 
conduct pregnancy exams, and make 
recommendations on culling and 
sorting.
Dr. Brodie is often asked why the 
herds exist at the Centers. He says 
the herds were established to provide 
commodities as well as rehabili­
tation and educational opportuni­
ties for the Correctional Center resi­
dents. The Vandalia Center operates 
an on-site dairy plant which pas­
teurizes, homogenizes, packages and 
ships the herd’s milk. Veterinary 
teams still see the Vandalia dairy 
animals once a month. Menard has 
beef cattle and hogs and is visited 
twice a year.
Several years ago, Dr. Brodie 
handed the reins over to Drs. Randy 
Ott and Ted Lock, both of veteri­
nary clinical medicine. Now Drs. 
Ott and Lock make the treks with 
students who are on production 
medicine-theriogenology or food 
animal rotations. Both veterinarians 
agree that the trips to the Correc­
tional Centers strengthen medical 
skills and offer students a chance to 
see a part of life beyond a normal 
veterinary medical experience.
Dixon Springs Ag Center Herds
The beef and swine herds at the 
Dixon Springs Agricultural Center 
(DSAC) also provide excellent 
learning opportunities for veteri­
nary students. According to Dr. 
Ott, DSAC offers an fine educa­
tional model for beef catde produc­
tion. The size of the veterinary 
medicine and animal science beef 
herds allow students to palpate sev­
eral hundred animals per day. 
Fourth-year students with an inter­
est in beef catde accompany Dr. 
Ott once a month to vaccinate, 
pregnancy check, artificially in­
seminate and provide other herd 
health procedures to the beef herds 
at DSAC or assist with veterinary 
care of animals involved in DSAC 
research projects. Walk-through 
inspections of the outdoor swine 
unit are also conducted. “It’s an 
excellent time to learn about eco­
nomics, alternative housing, and 
animal welfare,” notes Dr. Ott.
Other Opportunities
Additional opportunities include 
a wildlife-exotic animal rotation 
run by Dr. Ken Welle, veterinary 
clinical medicine. This rotation al­
lows veterinary students to treat 
zoo animals at the Scovill Chil­
dren’s Zoo in Decatur, 111. Drs. Val 
Beasley and Tom Eurell, both of 
veterinary biosciences, operate a four- 
week intensive short course called 
“Envirovet.” The course provides 
training for veterinary students, 
veterinarians, and others interested 
in aquatic biology.
The end result is that even if vet­
erinary students at Illinois have in­
terests beyond what is covered in 
the basic curriculum, opportunities 
are available to supplement and 
pursue those interests. ■
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New  Faculty Fill Vacated Positions at the College
Dr. Taka Miyabayashi joined the college’s veterinary 
clinical medicine department in radiology as an assistant 
professor on January 1,1995. Having just completed a PhD 
in comparative pathology (radiology) at California-Davis, 
Dr. Miyabayashi will primarily be responsible for further 
developing the ultrasound program at Illinois. He is also 
interested in clinical MRI cases.
Dr. Miyabayashi earned his initial veterinary degree in 
Japan in 1977. He then attended the University of California 
at Davis, where he earned an MS degree in comparative pathology in 1982. He 
served his radiology residency at the University of Wisconsin at Madison from 
1987-90, then took a position as assistant professor at The Ohio State University 
from 1990-94. He became a diplomate of the American College of Veterinary 
Radiology in 1991.
Musculoskeletal disease, especially disk disease in small animals, is Dr. 
Miyabayashi’s main area of interest. He is eager to receive referral cases relating 
to these or other problems. The spinal cord is of particular interest to him.
He has done research with MRI, specifically in acute degenerative changes in 
the intervertebral disks caused by chemonucleolysis. He has participated in 
clinical MRI research in dogs and cats with CN S disorders. Signs of these disorders 
include seizures in dogs, personality changes, and circling.
One of his goals as he expands the use of ultrasound at the college is to obtain 
a new Power-Doppler ultrasound unit. Though the unit cannot tell what 
direction blood is flowing (like the Color-Doppler), it pinpoints vessels which 
receive very low, slow blood flow. He notes that this machine is a more sensitive 
way to see the entire vascular flow. This type of ultrasound diagnosis would apply 
to liver and kidney problems. In addition, he hopes to develop a research program 
in spinal cord blood flow.
When not working, Dr. Miyabayashi enjoys golfing. He and his wife, Ikuko, 
have two children, a daughter, Hisako, 9, and a son, Taro, 3. The family also has 
an 11-year-old male cat named Kotetsu, which means “small iron” in Japanese.
On January 1,1995, Dr. Phil Solter became an assistant 
professor of veterinary pathobiology in clinical pathology. 
His responsibilities will include teaching and research as well 
as service.
Dr. Solter earned his DVM degree from the Univer­
sity of California, Davis in 1982. After graduation, he served 
an internship in small animal medicine at the Animal 
Medical Center in New York. He remained at the Animal 
Medical Center through 1985 so he could complete a 
residency in small animal internal medicine as well.
After several years practicing in a general and referral small animal practice in 
West Caldwell, New Jersey, Dr. Solter came to Illinois to serve as a resident and 
graduate student in clinical pathology. He became board certified in veterinary 
internal medicine in 1991 and earned his PhD in veterinary clinical medicine in 
1994.
Dr. Solter filled in as visiting assistant professor in clinical pathology after Dr. 
Dorner’s retirement until he was selected to fill the position permanently.
He is especially interested in clinical chemistry. In keeping with this interest, 
he is currently developing new assays for the clinical chemistry analyzer. Auto­
matic analyzers, which can run hundreds of tests per hour, increase accuracy and 
precision. In the long run, automated tests cut down on costs as well.
Dr. Solter is also evaluating how well liver disease and acute phase protein assays 
work. Acute phase proteins are semm proteins that increase with inflammation, 
such as fibrinogen.
In addition, Dr. Solter has visited several other veterinary schools to evaluate 
their research training program and to incorporate new ideas into the Illinois 
program. He will be taking his clinical pathology board examination this fall, and 
plans to develop a program at Illinois to help prospective diplomates prepare for 
boards.
C O R R E C T IO N :
Please note that on the Faculty Composite 
Photo enclosed with the last Veterinary Report, 
Dr. Lyle Hanson’s photo was inadvertently placed 
with Dr. Larry Hanson’s name. We regret this 
error and will correct it at the next printing of the 
composite.
On November 14,1994, the veterinary college gained a new 
visiting assistant professor in comparative medicine with the 
Department of Veterinary Pathobiology. Dr. Paul 
Vancutsem holds a joint appointment between the veter­
inary college and the University of Illinois Medical School’s 
Department of Pharmacology.
Dr. Vancutsem, a Belgium native, is interested in the 
molecular mechanisms of toxicity of pharmaceuticals and 
environmental contaminants (particularly xenosteroids).
He earned his DVM from the University of Liege, Belgium in 1985. He then 
attended Catholic University in Louvain, Belgium, where he earned an MS degree 
in developmental toxicology in 1988. He came to the U.S. after that, earning a 
PhD in toxicology at Cornell University, Ithaca, New York in 1992. Subse­
quently, he served as a post-doctoral fellow at the American Health Foundation, 
Valhalla, New York, where he examined the adverse effects of the anti-estrogen 
tamoxifen. This drug is currendy used to treat breast cancer.
Dr. Vancutsem will be teaching at the medical school and performing 
collaborative research at the veterinary school. He is excited about the many 
possibilities that are open to him. He feels that veterinarians, with their 
multidisciplinary backgrounds, are central to many medical and environmental 
issues. In addition, Illinois is strong in toxicology and reproductive issues, which 
parallel his interests.
His research will delve into the effects of tamoxifen on the development of the 
central nervous system and the effects of estrogenic compounds on the liver. If 
the central nervous system is affected during development, it can influence the 
organism throughout its entire life. As part of his environmental toxicology 
studies, he will look at how the brain is affected during development and what 
repercussions this may have on subsequent reproduction. Also, in collaboration 
with clinicians at the Small Animal Clinic, Dr. Vancutsem is working on the 
development of breast cancer chemotherapies for companion animals.
When not working, Dr. Vancutsem likes running, hiking, reading, photogra­
phy, training his dogs, and beer-tasting. His wife, Dr. Frederique Poulet, a 
pathologist, also works for the veterinary college.
The pathology division of the Department of Veterinary 
Pathobiology has added Dr. Gordon Wollenbeig as assistant 
professor of anatomic pathology. Dr. Wollenberg joined the 
faculty on January 21, 1995.
His responsibilities will include teaching, diagnostics and 
research. He is especially interested in general pathology and 
the mechanism of diseases. Diagnostically, he has a special 
interest in infectious diseases of the lung and liver.
Dr. Wollenberg earned a DVM degree with great dis­
tinction from the University of Saskatchewan, Canada in 1983. He also earned 
numerous awards, including the Schofield Prize in veterinary pathology. After 
graduation, he spent several years in a private mixed animal practice in southern 
Alberta, Canada. His primary interest was in feedlot, dairy and swine herd health.
In 1986, Dr. Wollenberg returned to academia and completed a combined 
residency/graduate program at the Ontario Veterinary College, University of 
Guelph, Canada. He earned an MS degree in pathology in 1989, and a PhD 
degree, also in pathology, in 1992. His research involved investigation of the 
mechanisms involved in liver regeneration and hepatocellular carcinogenesis, 
specifically the role of growth factors and cytokines in these processes.
Prior to accepting the Illinois position, Dr. Wollenberg was awarded a 
postdoctoral research fellowship from the Medical Research Council of Canada 
and conducted postdoctoral research at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. 
He worked at the university’s Medical Center, employing immunological and 
molecular techniques to evaluate the role of various inflammatory mediators in 
pathogenesis of septic shock and gram negative pneumonia.
At Illinois, he plans to continue his research into the role of cytokines and 
interleukins in leukocyte-mediated tissue injury using both rodents and swine as 
model animals.
Dr. Wollenberg is married to Brenda. They have a daughter, Allegra, 21 /2, and 
a son, Terryll, 9 months.
In his spare time, Dr. Wollenberg enjoys outdoor activities such as mountain 
biking, sailing, and downhill skiing. He was born and raised in the Canadian 
Midwest (Winnipeg, Manitoba). Illinois is the warmest climate he’s lived in.
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don’t talk behind one’s back. For 
many people, animals provide the 
most comforting relationship in 
their lives.
“To me, that’s what cancer ther­
apy is all about,” she says. “The 
bond people have with animals. 
Cancer medicine requires equal 
input from the heart as well as 
the head.”
She notes that 50 percent of all 
dogs and cats over 10 years will get 
cancer. Lymphoma, or lymph node 
cancer, is the most common cancer 
in cats, and the third most common 
cancer in dogs. Animals, especially 
cats, hide their symptoms. They 
don’t let you know they’re sick. It’s 
a defense left over from the wild, 
where sick animals become prey. By 
the time you can tell that an animal 
is sick, it is really sick. And tumors 
aren’t always obvious externally.
At Illinois, state-of-the-art equip­
ment and a strong team of specialists 
combine to offer first-class cancer 
diagnosis and treatment.
Dr. Kitchell envisions launching 
a cancer center at the veterinary col­
lege. The first priority for the center
will always be the human/animal 
bond —  improving the quality of 
an animal’s life; treating animals 
with cancer. It’s not a case of keep­
ing an animal alive at all costs, but 
rather of helping it feel better, pro­
longing life, giving the owner a 
chance to adjust to the know­
ledge that this companion will not 
last forever.
A strong caseload also provides 
benefits in training veterinary stu­
dents. “Students learn more when 
they see m ore,” Dr. Kitchell 
proclaims.
At the same time she also antici­
pates learning from the cases that 
come in. “I like playing a role in 
advancing cancer medicine with 
new treatments,” Dr. Kitchell ad­
mits. The spontaneous animal 
cancer cases that are brought to the 
college for treatment can concur- 
rendy serve as models for human 
cancer treatment.
Already her innovative use of stan­
dard chemotherapy in a unique 
timed-release gel form which is in­
jected directly into the tumor has 
produced remarkable results. This 
procedure requires a lower drug dos­
age, plus minimizes adverse reac­
tions. Because of the positive
response in animals treated by this 
method, the FDA has allowed clini­
cal trials of this form of treatment in 
humans as well.
Cancer treatments vary depend­
ing on the type of cancer afflicting 
the patient. Some forms are best 
removed surgically. Others respond 
better to immune therapy or radia­
tion or chemotherapy. Each case is 
evaluated on its own merit.
Treatment is cosdy, so not all 
owners elect to proceed. And if an 
animal’s quality of life cannot be 
improved through therapy, Dr. 
Kitchell will recommend euthana­
sia instead. The goal of therapy is to 
allow the animal to feel well, even 
while undergoing treatments.
“With improvement in quality 
of life as our foremost goal, we 
succeed most of the dme,” she re­
ports. The oncology section in­
cludes a nurse who oversees 
scheduling and patient services, an 
intern who spends part of her time 
in other service areas of the hospital 
as well, and three residents (two at 
Illinois and one in California as part 
of a special grant program).
They cooperate closely with the 
radiology section, which provides 
CT, MRI, and radiation therapy
W ildlife M edical C lin ic  S o a rs  A h e a d  W ith  Its  M ission
BY TANIA BANAK
Jenn ifer
E rdtm ann, th ird - 
year ve te rinary 
s tuden t and  a 
W ild life  M ed ica l 
C lin ic  m anager, 
feeds  a young 
patient.
Q j ong hours, new experiences, the 
stress of learning new procedures, a 
sense of accomplishment — it’s a 
mixed bag for volunteers at the 
college’s Wildlife Medical Clinic.
Often on the edge financially, the 
clinic is finally beginning to hold its 
own, thanks to some major finan­
cial donors and the organizational 
skills of two ward managers who 
work under the supervision of Dr. 
Tom Burke.
“Birds make up the majority of 
our patients, but we’re seeing more 
mammals this year,” notes ward 
manager Jennifer Erdtmann, a 
third-year veterinary student. 
“We’ve had two badgers, five foxes, 
and one bobcat.” This is in addition 
to the usual menagerie of birds 
interspersed with an occasional 
rabbit, squirrel, turde or raccoon.
The ward managers, Erdtmann 
and second-year student Ju lie
Whittington, have two-year paid 
assistantships so they can oversee the 
ward and its operation. The assis­
tantships don’t cover the amount of 
time these students spend organiz­
ing records, supplies and coordinat­
ing cases and other volunteers, but 
they do help lend continuity to the 
program. They work closely with 
adviser Dr. Tom Burke as well as 
several other veterinarians on the 
staff. In addition, Rose Ann Meccoli 
of the college’s parasitology labora­
tory lends stability to the program 
through her volunteer efforts.
Newly initiated services include 
an improved record-keeping system 
and postcards which are sent to 
people who bring animals in to the 
ward to let them know what hap­
pened to the animal.
“We accept any wildlife at any 
time of the day,” says Erdtmann. 
“Sometimes an animal’s injuries are
too severe and we have to euthanize 
it if we feel it couldn’t survive in the 
wild after treatment. But if the 
animal is endangered or threatened, 
or we feel we could place the animal 
even if it’s not releasable, we can 
often try more things.”
She turns to help a fellow student 
restrain a barred owl while they 
change a bandage on its broken leg. 
In the background, refrigerators are 
prominendy plastered with signs 
telling volunteers how to handle 
food or test samples for ward pa­
tients. Cages are carefully draped 
with towels or newspapers to keep 
patients calmer. The subliminal 
message is obvious: “we care.” 
Volunteers are split into teams. 
After providing all volunteers with 
an orientation session, the ward 
managers monitor cases as they 
come in and assign them to a team. 
While working with patients, team 
members gain experience with 
chemical and physical restraint, 
nursing care, collection of blood 
and fecal samples, and record­
keeping. Ward managers or vol­
unteer staff and facu lty are 
available to help when a student 
is unsure of a procedure.
Local grocery stores donate aged 
greens and researchers donate con­
trol mice and rats to feed patients. 
Companies donate supplies such as 
bandages. Even the Wildlife Clinic 
volunteers themselves pitch in by
services. Because cancer can strike in 
so many different internal systems, 
the oncologists work closely with 
ophthalmologists, surgeons, and in­
ternists at the college as well.
“Dr. Kitchell is great,” one of her 
students enthuses. “She can talk to 
lay people as well as clinicians. And 
she helps students work through 
cases by asking questions.”
Following her around is like an 
action movie. One moment she’s 
consoling a patient while simulta­
neously grilling students on what 
the next step in treatment should 
be, the next she’s rushing off to the 
laboratory to consult on a tissue 
slide to determine if the diagnosis is 
really cancer. In the midst of her 
consultation, she’s beeped to receive 
a call from a research colleague who 
wants to pick her brain about the 
cancer treatment drugs she’s cur­
rently using. She projects a caring, 
yet confidendy knowledgable im­
age. Under her direction, one ex­
pects cancer treatment at the college 
to go far.
Referrals are welcomed. Though 
the college prefers cases to come 
through a regular veterinarian, they 
will take all cases. For an appoint­
ment, call 217/333-5300. ■
holding several fundraiser pizza and 
T-shirt sales to raise money for chugs 
and supplies.
All cases are seen daily by a staff 
veterinarian. Surgeries are per­
formed by staff veterinarians who 
use students as assistants.
Careful record-keeping not only 
ensures that patients receive the care 
they need, but provides valuable 
baseline “normal” data. Knowing 
what is normal for an animal helps 
veterinarians decide how to treat an 
animal that is ill.
Though the public brings in 
many of the cases, the Illinois De­
partment of Conservauon (IDOC) 
also uses the Wildlife Clinic as a 
resource. Animals such as the 
trumpeter swans that were shot last 
fall were brought to the Clinic by 
the IDOC for case-workup. The 
surviving swans were then flown to 
Minnesota for convalescing and 
eventual rehabilitation and release.
The Wildlife Clinic is still grow­
ing and becoming more efficient. 
Comments and donations are al­
ways appreciated. The Wildlife 
Clinic can be reached by leaving a 
message at the Small Animal Clinic 
main telephone number (217/333- 
5300). A Wildlife Clinic volunteer 
will return the call. To make a 
donation, call the college’s Devel­
opment Office (217/333-2762). ■
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■  Dr. William C. Dolowy (IL 53), 
Mercer Island, Washington, has do­
nated two stereoscopic dental radio- 
graphic devices along w ith 
supporting documents and slides to 
the Dr. Samuel D. Harris National 
Museum of Dentistry, located on 
the University of Maryland campus 
at Baltimore. Dr. Dolowy, along 
with John Lind, DDS, developed a 
technique for taking and viewing 
3-D radiographs in the dental office. 
The dental museum is endorsed by 
the American Academy of the His­
tory of Dentistry, the American As­
sociation of Dental Schools, and the 
American Dental Association. Ef­
forts are being made to bring the 
museum to national prominence.
■  Dr. Wayne Brown (LA 55), Paw 
Paw, 111., received the ISVMA Ser­
vice Award during the organization’s 
annual meeting on February 12, 
1995.
■  Dr. Robert Keough (IL 55), a 
partner at Bevlab Animal Hospital 
in Blue Island, 111. and director of 
Cook County Animal Control in 
Chicago, was elected president of 
the Midwest Small Animal Associ­
ation during their November 1994 
meeting. The association, which pro­
vides continuing education for small 
animal veterinarians, is the oldest 
program of its kind in the country.
■  Dr. David McConnell (IL 56), 
received the ISVMA President’s 
Award during the ISVMA annual 
meeting on February 12,1995. He 
was selected by the organization’s 
current president, Dr. David Rash, 
(IL 60).
■  Dr. Albert Koltveit (IL 58), will 
retire from his position as editor-in- 
chief of the Journal o f  the American 
Veterinary M ed ica l Association 
(JAVMA) on April 14, 1995. He 
held that position for 10 years and 
served another 16 years prior to that 
as an editor processing manuscripts. 
He plans to relocate to Washington 
state.
■  Dr. A1 Day (IL 61), was elected 
president of the Illinois State Veteri­
nary Medical Association (ISVMA) 
during the organization’s annual 
meeting on February 12,1995. Sev­
eral alumni were also inaugurated as 
life members of the ISVMA They 
included Dr. Samuel Clem, Jr. (IL 
60); Dr. Kermit Frailey (IL 60); 
Dr. Raymond Husmann (IL 60); 
Dr. Ronald Kolar (IL 60); Dr. 
Nelly Lee (IL 60); Dr. Lyndel 
Matthews (IL 60); Dr. Jack Noyes 
(IL 59); Dr. Thomas Phillips (IL 
55); Dr. David Rash (IL 60); Dr. 
Donald Reeder (IL 60); Dr. Harley 
Schnowske (IL 60); and Dr. Byford 
Wood (IL 60).
■  Dr. Wes Osthus (IL63), Clinton,
111., has been elected chairman of the 
Illinois State Veterinary Medical As­
sociation (ISVMA) board.
■  Dr. Willard “Skip” Nelson (IL
64), Colonel with the U.S. Army, 
recently spent time in Haiti, em­
powering the Ministry of Agricul­
ture to take over the business of 
livestock health.
■  Dr. George Richards (IL 67), of 
Danville, 111., received the American 
A nim al H ospital Association 
(AAHA) Midwest Region Service 
Award for outstanding services to 
the veterinary profession and 
AAHA. The award was presented 
on November 9, 1994, during the 
Midwest Regional AAF1A Meeting 
in Moline, 111.
■  Dr. Sam Ristich (IL 84), Aurora,
111., has been elected president of 
the Illinois Academy of Veterinary 
Medicine.
■  The Chicago Veterinary Medical 
Association (CVMA) recently 
elected new officers. They include 
Dr. Marla Minuskin (IL85), presi­
dent; Dr. Ed McGinniss (IL 84), 
president-elect; Dr. Larry Fox, (IL 
68), past president; Dr. Sam Ristich 
(IL 84), treasurer; and Dr. Marilyn 
Mikiciuk (MSU 75), secretary.
The organization also presented a 
variety of awards. Drs. Emil and 
Mary Baukert (IL 76 and IL 77), 
received the President’s Service 
Award for their work in the human- 
animal bond for the CVMA Dr. 
Grant Misener (ONT 38) received 
the CVMA’s Historian Award. Dr. 
Jack Noyes, (IL 59), was presented 
with the Lifetime Merit Award, and 
Dr. Ray Wise (PUR 71) received 
the Merit Award. Several organiza­
tions received a Humane Society 
Award to recognize extraordinary 
work that has helped pets live fuller 
and healthier lives, with the top 
award going to the Anti Cruelty 
Society, Chicago, represented by Dr. 
Melanie Mokos (IL 84). Second 
place recipient was the ASSISI 
Animal Foundation, Crystal Lake. 
Third place went to Tree House 
Animal Foundation, Chicago.
Life memberships were presented 
to Dr. Bill Weber (ONT 59), Dr. 
Bill Barnes (ONT 59), and Dr. 
Dick Webster (MSU 59).
The CVMA is a non-for-profit 
organization of 780 members who 
are committed to excellence in the 
veterinary profession.
■  Dr. Robin Downing (IL 86) re­
ceived one of 10 national “Practice 
of Excellence” awards in a competi­
tion cosponsored by SmithKline 
Beecham Animal Health and Vet­
erinary Economics magazine. Her 
practice, the Windsor Veterinary 
Clinic, in Windsor, Colorado, was 
written up in the January 1995 issue 
of Veterinary Economics. Practices 
are judged on mission, quality of 
medicine and surgery, client rela­
tions, staff relations, practice man­
agement, and community and 
personal involvement.
■  Dr. Victor Fei Pang (PhD IL 86) 
was recently promoted to full profes­
sor at National Taiwan University, 
Taipei. He is with the Department 
of Veterinary Medicine in the Col­
lege of Agriculture and teaches sev­
eral courses, including veterinary 
pathology, veterinary toxicopa- 
thology, pathology slide seminar, 
and necropsy rotation. He also re­
ceived an outstanding research 
award in 1994 from the National 
Science Council in Taiwan for his 
achievement in studies of swine 
interleukin-2.
■  Dr. Richard French (IL 87), and 
his wife, Darla, Champaign, 111., had 
twins on October 11, 1994. Their 
names are Levi Philip and Morgan 
Marie.
■  Dr. Kimberly (Powers) Ives (IL
87), and her husband, David Ives, of 
Canton, Michigan had a second child 
on July 12, 1994. Allison Jill joins 
brother Michael Scott, 2 years.
■  Dr. Kathleen Marcus (IL 87), 
and her husband, Frank Lipari, of 
Mountain View, California, had a 
daughter on August 6, 1994. They 
named her Erica Ann.
W e ’re L o o k in g  for 
N e w s  A b o u t Y o u !
Veterinary Report welcomes news of 
your professional achievements and 
we’re sure your colleagues and class­
mates will be interested too! Send us 
news of your recent accomplishments, 
along with a black and white photo if you 
have one. W ell gladly print what we 
have room for. Please take a minute to 
fill in the form below and send it to: 
Veterinary Report, Ul College of Veteri­
nary Medicine, 2938 VMBSB, 2001 S. 
Lincoln Ave., Urbana, IL 61801. Thanks!
I------------------------------------------------------------- 1
I Name________________________
Year of Graduation_____________
i Present Address______________
City__________________
State_____________ Zip
Present Job
Business Address.
News about your recent profes­
sional achievement:____________
I_______________________________I
■  The Eastern Illinois Veterinary 
Medical Association has installed 
new officers. They include Dr. 
Ken Welle (IL 88), president; Dr. 
Gavin Meerdink (ISU 70), presi­
dent-elect; Dr. Al Griffiths, (IL 56), 
past-president; Dr. Delores Lipton 
(IL 79), secretary-treasurer; and Dr. 
Thomas Eurell (FLA 83) and Dr. 
Wes Osthus (IL 63), ISVMA 
representatives.
■  Dr. Gail Cuneo Kurz (IL 75) passed away on 
January 18, 1992.
In
Memoriam
■  Dr. Herb Marsh (ISU 43), 74, a long-time practitioner from Princeton, 111., 
passed away on January 15,1995. He served as Illinois State Veterinary Medical 
Association (ISVMA) president in 1964. He was also active in the American 
Veterinary Medical Association, serving as chairman of the Council on Education 
and Judicial Council. In addition, he was a strong supporter of the College of 
Veterinary Medicine at Illinois and received the college’s Service Award in 1978.
■  Dr. J. Dean Schlapp (IL 54), 73, ofYorkville, 111., passed away suddenly on 
January 16,1995. He was a founder and partner ofthe River Heights Veterinary 
Clinic in Oswego, III. until he established the Countryside Veterinary Clinic in 
Yorkvilleinl973. He was primarily a large animal practitioner. He practiced with 
his son, Gary (IL 76).
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A n im a l C lin ic
The Upjohn Company,
Kalamazoo, Michigan, do­
nated $1,000 worth of the 
antibiotic Naxcell ™ to the 
college’s Large Animal Clinic 
in November 1994. The 
product will be used as 
needed for case treatment in 
the hospital. Dr. Gordon 
Baker (center), chief of staff 
of the Large Animal Clinic, 
accepted the donation on behalf of the clinic from Dr. H. Neil Becker (right), 
technical services veterinarian from Upjohn’s Animal Health Research and Devel­
opment division. David Berg (left), local Upjohn sales specialist was also present. 
Upjohn is making a similar donation to each of the nation’s veterinary schools.
•  Dr. Robert Winn, postdoctoral 
fellow in veterinary biosciences, has 
been chosen as one of six new Morris 
Animal Foundation Fellows. The 
Fellow program recognizes the learn­
ing process of students studying ani­
mal health. Fellows are chosen based 
on their efforts and dedication to 
animal health. Dr. Winn received 
both an MS and PhD degree in 
physiology from the University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. He 
is currendy working with Dr. Gary 
Sherman on a study entided “Char­
acterization of Rhinoceros Lu- 
teotrophic Gonadotrophin(s).” 
The study of this reproductive hor­
mone will be the first step in the 
development of tests for monitoring 
fertility and diagnosing pregnancy 
in rhinos.
•  Dr. Sandra Manfira, veterinary 
clinical medicine, has been re-elected 
to the post of secretary for the Ameri­
can College ofVeterinary Dentistry. 
She was elected during the World 
Congress Veterinary Dentistry Meet­
ing held at the University of Penn­
sylvania from September 28 through 
October 2, 1994.
•  Dr. Ron Smith, veterinary 
pathobiology, recendy completed 
the second edition of his book, 
“Veterinary Clinical Epidemiology; 
A Problem-Oriented Approach.” 
Upon receipt of the volume, he do­
nated a copy of it to the college’s 
Veterinary Medicine Library.
•  Two veterinary pathobiology fac­
ulty have been appointed to grant- 
review panels with the US DA 
National Research Initiative, thanks 
to the department’s success in ob­
taining competitive grants. Dr. 
Mark Kuhlenschmidt will serve as 
a member of the panel entitled “Sus­
taining Animal Health and Well 
Being #1,” which reviews proposals 
on virology. Dr. Richard Isaacson 
will be panel manager for “Sustain­
ing Animal Health and Well Being 
#2,” which reviews proposals on bac­
teriology.
•  Dr. Thomas March, pathology 
graduate student in veterinary 
pathobiology, is one of 20 grad­
uate students/residents chosen na­
tionally to receive a C.L. Davis 
Foundation student scholarship. 
Recipients are nominated by their 
departments for their outstanding 
achievement and character. The 
C.L. Davis Foundation, headquar­
tered in Pennsylvania, furthers the 
advancement of veterinary and 
comparative pathology. The schol­
arships were presented on Novem­
ber 1, 1994 during the American 
College of Veterinary Pathology 
meeting in Montreal, Canada.
•  Greg Page, graduate student un­
der Dr. Edwin Hahn in veterinary 
pathobiology, received the 1994 
Mariangela and Diego Segre Re­
search Fellowship. The fellowship is 
awarded each year to a graduate 
student in veterinary patho- 
biology’s division of microbiology/ 
immunology. The recipient is se­
lected on the basis of academic 
excellence and research potential. 
Page is working toward a PhD de­
gree and received $3,000 as a result 
of the fellowship. The fellowship 
was established by Drs. Diego and 
Mariangela Segre on the veterinary 
pathobiology faculty.
D ental E q u ip m e n t D onation  E n h a n ce s  
T e a c h in g  P rogram
From left to 
right: fou rth - 
year s tuden t 
C ra ig  B ovard, 
Dr. Sandra 
M anfra, and 
L inda  K lippe rt 
w a tch  wh ile  Dr. 
Janna  Johnson 
perfo rm s 
a p ro ced u re  
w ith  the  new  
den ta l cart.
Donation of a complete dental 
work station, including an ultra­
sonic scaler, a slow speed handpiece, 
a high speed fiberoptic handpiece, 
and a three-way air-water syringe, 
provides veterinary students with 
expanded opportunities for perform­
ing various dental procedures.
The dental cart, worth $5,500, 
was donated by Spartan Marketing 
Group, Fenton, Missouri, with as­
sistance from Hill’s Pet Products, 
Inc.
The college now has nine high­
speed dental units, seven of which 
were donated. Dr. Sandra Manfra, 
board certified veterinary dentist and 
surgeon who oversees the college’s 
dental services, notes that thanks are 
due to veterinary associations 
throughout the state, the Academy 
of Veterinary Dentistry, and VRx
Products for previous donations. 
Spartan Marketing Group also do­
nated a dental cart once before.
The equipment is used to teach 
students veterinary dentistry during 
their third and fourth years. All 
students are exposed to dentistry 
during their junior surgery course. 
They also rotate through the dental 
clinic during their fourth-year sur­
gery rotations. Those interested in 
learning even more can take an elec­
tive Advanced Dentistry course dur­
ing their junior year.
Dr. Manfra teaches veterinary 
dentistry with assistance from den­
tal resident Dr. Janna Johnson and 
technician Linda Klippert. The 
availability of high quality state-of- 
the- art equipment helps her to pro­
vide students with the best available 
training.
Dr. S m all S e le c te d  for A lu m n i H o n o r
Dr. Erwin “Doc” Small, who continues to hold a 20 
percent part-time appointment in the college’s adminis­
trative offices, will receive the University of Illinois Alumni 
Association’s 1995 Distinguished Service Award at com­
mencement in May 1995. The award is presented to an 
individual who has served the university in an excep­
tional way.
Called the “quintessential Illini” by his nominator, Dr.
Small has touched the lives of countless students, alumni, 
faculty and staff. He has been widely recognized for his service to the veterinary 
profession as well as to the university.
His nominator wrote, “Erwin has devoted his entire life to the college and the 
university. ... It is amazing to stand with him at an alumni reception. As his (former 
students) approach, he can tell you home town, spouse’s name, how the kids are 
doing in school and even their pet’s name.” He has been called a tireless advocate 
for the university, crossing all college boundaries, not just veterinary medicine. He 
still serves as executive secretary of the college’s Alumni Association.
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